THE GOLDEN MIDDLE AGE
objective as always, it appears that the French and English
prelates regarded themselves as the champions of orthodoxy,
not so much against Gilbert as against the Pope and Bis
cardinals, and were determined to win the day by threatening
to secede from the Catholic Church if Gilbert's condemnation
were not granted them. St. Bernard himself arranged these
more than dubious tactics, and, in addition, he had an un-
authorized anthology of Gilbert's propositions circulated. It
is interesting to see that the English ecclesiastical authority was
solidly ranged on the side of obscurantism.
The adjourned synod met at Rheims in 1148.  John of
Salisbury was present, and to him we are indebted for the only
impartial account of its proceedings. His impartiality was not
studied, for he had friends in both camps. He was the pupil
of Gilbert and the friend of St. Bernard. At Rheims Robert
of Melun and, strangely, Peter Lombard led the prosecution.
Gilbert entered, followed by a queue of his clerks staggering
along under the heavy weight of the assembled Fathers. This
struck consternation into the breasts of his accusers, for all the
literature they had brought with them consisted of the single
sheet of annotated extracts. There was a prompt adjournment
while they raced to the nearest library, and marched proudly
back again with a heavier weight of tomes than even Gilbert
had. But Gilbert was too ready for them.  He at once called
out, "I am not to be called upon to agree with other men's
works but my own."  After this pleasant interlude business
began in earnest. Gilbert settled down to a voluminous reading
aloud from the books he had brought, and accused St. Bernard
of wrenching propositions from their contexts.  Question and
answer followed.  "Do you teach that Divine Essence is not
God, but the form by which God is?" "I do not. The Form
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